One Hundred and First Plenary Meeting


NCITS/L8 - Data Representation


 


 


Date:	October 24, 1997 (The NCITS/L8 Plenary meeting was preceded by NCITS/L8 SIG meetings to be held on October 22-23, 1997)


 


Place: 	National Institute of Standards and Technology


	Room B113, Administration. Building


	Gaithersburg, MD


	


 


Phong Ngo opened the meeting at 9:05 a.m.


 


1.0 Administrative Matters


 


1.1 Review of Minutes of Previous Meeting


 


The minutes were approved as written.


 


1.2 Approval of the Agenda


 


The agenda was approved with modifications.


 


1.3 Membership attendance list and address list


 


The participants are listed in attachment 1. An address list was circulated for correction.


 


1.4 Officers


 


Phong Ngo nominated Doug Mann to be the L8 liaison with NCITS/K5, terminology. Approved unanimously. Doug will attend the next meeting.


 


Passed: 7-0-0-11 (yes-no-abstain-total members)


 


1.5 Document Distribution Report 


 


Phong Ngo noted that L8 documents are on the L8 FTP/website. See bottom of this document for Internet locations. We noted that JTC1 and SC32 also are now using the Internet to distribute documents. L8 is no longer sending out paper copies of documents.


 


2.0 Reports


 


2.1	Report on NCITS/L8 SIG meetings


 


Judith Newton gave a report on the work of the L8 SIG. The work has been very active. See the meeting reports on the L8 website /FTP site for complete reports. 


 


The highlights included:


Bruce Barrow of IEEE SCC 14 discussed X3.50. He later followed up with a letter offering to take responsibility for that standard.


 


The Intelligent Transportation System (ITS) is implementing 11179. Burt Parker and Andy Schoka updated the SIG on their progress.


 


Doug Mann demonstrated a system for Health Affairs, another 11179 implementation.


 


Rebecca Harris of DoD discussed defense data standardization work related to L8 work. Phil Cykana of DoD gave a demonstration of a system for distributing Reference Data Sets.


 


Tom Wason, Tom Rhodes, and Liz Fong explored ways to interface their Instructional Management System (IMS) and Learning Object Metadata Group (LMOG) project with our work. 


 


2.2	Report on SC14/WG4 matters


 


Bruce Bargmeyer reported on the JTC1/SC32 planning meeting held in Paris during the week of October 13, 1997. Representatives from SC 21, SC30, and SC14 met with Marisa Topping of the interim secretariat. Since the meeting was called on short notice, to coincide with a previously planned SC30 meeting, no official decisions were made. Bruce discussed the potential work of this committee and the relation of the work to other groups such as the work of SC18/WG8 (SGML, HTML, XML), SC7/WG11 (software engineering) and ISO TC 154 ( the Basic Semantic Repository project). The SC32 planning group recommended that an official planning meeting be held in late February or early March. Bruce Bargmeyer volunteered for the US to host the meeting in Washington, D.C. All National Bodies are invited to suggest a name, scope and organization for the new SC.


 


Bruce also reported on the Basic Semantic Repository (BSR) Coordination Committee meeting held the 8th and 9th of October. ISO funding for the BSR will end in June of 1997. TC 154 would like to continue the work of the BSR, drawing on technical expertise of both TC 154 and SC 32. A meeting of the ISO Technical Management Board (TMB) is to consider proposals about the future of the BSR during the January meeting of the TMB. There is a clear intention for the TMB to place the ongoing BSR work under the direction of an ISO technical committee.


 


2.3	Report on status of terminology


 


Doug Mann reported that he and Dan Gillman met to resolve the terminology issues between the ISO/IEC 11179, DpANS x3.285 and other L8 documents. They proposed fixes to most issues. The results are appreciated and accepted by the L8 members and are being included in the work in progress.


 


	Report on NCITS/L8 projects that may be candidates for being transferred to other committees


 


See action taken at Agenda Item 3.6, below.


 


2.4	Liaison Report on X12/EDI activities (TBD)


 


Phong Ngo reported on discussions held on this topic. In the SIG meeting, we agreed to contact Paul Levine of Bellcore to talk about the potential use of DpANS X3.285 in the X12 work and to ask Paul if he is interested in acting as a liaison between X12 and L8. 


 


2.5	Proposed liaisons: X3T2 (D. Mann)


 


We will continue to consider liaison and other organizational arrangements with T2. No action was taken at this meeting. Activities in the SIG will continue to explore the potential interrelations, between L8 and T2. 


 


Intelligent Transportation System Report


 


The Department of Transportation is supporting standards work in IEEE to develop an Intelligent Transportation System (ITS) data dictionary specification. ISO/IEC 11179 and DpANS are foundations for this work along with material from T2. The ITS requires common data elements and definitions. Andy Schoka reported on this work and passed out an Internet location for the current draft. L8 members are invited to comment on the draft. ISO TC 204, carrying out the analogous work going on at the international level, met during October in Berlin. At that meeting they stated their intent to utilize ISO 11179 in their work. However, they would like additional guidance in the use of the various parts. 


 


3.0 Status of Projects


 


3.1 Status of Data Element Classification and Attribution Project (X3 Project 399-DT and 400-DT)


 


ISO/IEC equivalent standard 11179 (Parts 1-6) 


 


Dan Gillman reported that he has incorporated the comments from the French and the Swedes. He incorporated the terminology changes that resulted from the terminology work described in Agenda Item 2.3, above. He will post Part 1 on the L8 FTP server, send an SC14-News email announcing the availability and will send the revised document to Marisa Topping for circulation as a final CD. He will include a statement regarding the resolution of comments and the terminology revisions. 


 


Bruce Bargmeyer reported that Part 2 is also ready for final CD ballot. Michael Huhns prepared the final changes, including any necessary terminology revisions identified in the terminology review work described in Agenda Item 2.3, above. Bruce will post the most recent version of Part 2on the L8 FTP server, send an SC14-News email announcing the availability and will send the revised document to Marisa Topping for circulation as a final CD. He will include a statement regarding the resolution of comments and the terminology revisions.


 


3.2 Status of NCITS/L8 Metamodel for the Management of Shareable Data (X3.285) 


 


Doug Mann has completed extensive work on the latest version of X3.285, the Metamodel for the Management of Sharable Data. The new version is on the L8 website/FTP site. Dan moved and Judith Newton seconded a motion to send X3.285 out for public review. Doug and Phong Ngo will take the necessary actions.


 


Passed: 8-0-0-11 (yes-no-abstain-total members)


 


3.	Work Items:


 


ANSI:


 


3.3.1 Revised X3.30, Representation of Date for Information Interchange


 


Burt Parker reported on the status of this work item. We voted to approve the committee's response to comments and to forward the standard to NCITS after the 20-day period. (The response to comments will be sent out. Recipients have 20 days to respond.)


 


Passed: 8-0-0-11 (yes-no-abstain-total members)


 


3.3.2 Project X3.310, Representation of Time for Information Interchange superseding 


X3.43, Representation of Local Time of Day for Information Interchange and X3.51, Representation of Universal Time, Local Time Differentials, and U.S. Time Zone References for Information Interchange


 


Burt Parker reported on the status of this work item. We voted to approve the committee's response to comment and forward the standard to NCITS after the 20-day period.


 


Passed: 8-0-0-11 (yes-no-abstain-total members)


 


ISO:


 


3.3.3 ISO/IEC/JTC1 TR NP: Specification of Data Element Concepts


 


We will hold action on this until further developments in SC 32.


 


3.3.4 ISO/IEC/JTC1 TR NP: Specification of Data Value Domains


 


This is out for CD ballot. Burt Parker moved that we approve the CD with comment. Bruce Bargmeyer seconded the motion. We will add comments that we need to address the definition of terms, timestamping values, inconsistent ID, etc. Judith Newton will compile the comments to add to the ballot


 


Passed: 7-0-0-11 (yes-no-abstain-total members)


 


3.4 Other ANSI standards due for review by NCITS/L8: 


 


We discussed the need to IT enable standards in general. The paper form of many standards is not adequate for use in an IT environment. We will need to work with many committees to help IT enable international, national, government and other standards.


 


3.4.1 - X3.50, Representation for US Customary, SI and other units


 


Judith Newton received a letter from Bruce Barrow, Chair of IEEE standards Coordinating Committee 14. He proposed that responsibility for X3.50 be transferred to IEEE. Dan Gillman moved that L8 recommend that the X3.50 standard be passed to IEEE. Burt Parker seconded the motion. Members expressed our desire to support the IEEE in review of the standard, as proposed by IEEE. In particular, we are concerned about IT enabling this standard so that it can be recorded in a data registry.


 


Passed: 8-0-0-11 (yes-no-abstain-total members)


 


3.4.2 - X3.61, Representation of Geographic Point Locations


 


We have explored the possibility of transferring this standard to NCITS/L1. Doug Mann moved and Dan Gillman seconded that we transfer this standard to NCITS/L1.


 


Passed: 8-0-0-11 (yes-no-abstain-total members)


 


3.4.3 - X3.145, Codes for Identification of Hydrologic Units...


 


Bruce Bargmeyer moved and Burt Parker seconded the motion that X3 propose to revise this standard. L8 will provide an editor.


 


Passed: 8-0-0-11 (yes-no-abstain-total members)


 


Phong Ngo requested that the SD3 for this be prepared by the end of October.


 


4.0 IR Activities


 


4.1 L8 and JTC 1/SC 32 


 


See report above.


 


4.2 IR Responses to SIS through ITI and ANSI 


 


Phong Ngo sent appropriate responses to SIS through ITI and ANSI. This included votes on ballots and material related to the SC32 planning session.


4.3 JTC1 Workshop on Registration of Metadata 


 


Bruce Bargmeyer reported that the report of the Workshop was referred by JTC1 to SC32 for further action.


 


The recommendation regarding the BSR will be balloted by JTC1.


 


5.0 New Business


 


5.1 Membership drive


 


Phong reported that a new member, Revere Perkins just joined L8. We have also attracted Learning Object Metadata Group to our work. They are using ISO/IEC 11179 for their Cupertino Core and Instructional Management System repositories. Hopefully, IMS will cooperate with us. We also need to update our web page and reference our web page to attract more members. Phong Ngo and Judith Newton gave presentations about L8 work at an LMOG meeting in Cupertino. After the presentation, the participants at the LMOG meeting agreed that they would utilize ISO/IEC 11179 in their work.


 


5.2 Proposed new name and scope for L8 


 


Per agreement at the last meeting, Burt Parker proposed some names and a new scope for the committee. The committee worked together to come up with the following.


 


Title: Data Semantics and Metadata (DSAM)


 


Scope: To develop standards for the specification of the semantic content of data and metadata, independent of implementations. This is to promote understanding, coherence, and sharability of data over time. Major areas of concentration include data concept specification, metadata management, and metadata registration.


 


We will review the above at the next SIG and vote on it with a letter ballot.


 


5.3 L8’s role in the new alignment with JTC 1/SC 32	


 


This will be placed on the SIG agenda for Nov and Dec meetings. It needs to be sent out by the end of December. 


 


Future work program:	


 


5.4 Metadata Workshop


 


Bruce Bargmeyer proposed holding a metadata workshop in February, before the SC32 meeting. The meeting would draw upon efforts underway at the Bureau of the Census, EPA, DOT, education, Australian Healthcare, etc. Main organizers: Dan Gillman for Census, Phong Ngo for L8, Judith Newton NIST, Doug Mann for healthcare informatics, Andy Schoka/Burt Parker for transportation. Bill LaPlant from the Bureau of the Census has proposed the possibility of the Bureau of the Census co-sponsoring the workshop. 


 


The L8 members agreed with the need for a Metadata Registration Workshop and agreed that L8 would sanction the workshop. A discussion of logistics and potential dates resulted in a proposal that the workshop be held April 22-24, 1998.





5.5 ANSI:


Revised X3.30.  A 30 day letter ballot was closed on 10/23/1997  the results were 10-0-0-11 (Yes-No-Abstain-Voting members)


  NCITS 310 (Revised X3.43 & X3.51): Burt Parker moved that L8 approve the response to comments and the final text of the standard.   Doug Mann seconded the motion.


The motion passed:  8-0-0-11  (Yes-No-Abstain-Voting members)





6.0 Future Meeting Schedule


 


L8 SIG, November 19th and 20th at NIST North.


 


L8 SIG, December 17 and 18 at NIST or NIH


 


L8 SIG/Plenary January 21 - 23, 1998 at ITI (Plenary on January 23, 1998)


ITI is on the second floor at 1250 Eye Street, N.W. Washington DC (at 12th and "I" or "Eye" street)


 


SC 32 planning meeting sometime the last two weeks of February or the first week of March. Bruce Bargmeyer is trying to find a location.


 


SC14 WG1 joint meeting with SC30 WG1 proposed for February 1998, in conjunction with the SC 32 planning meeting.


 


SC32 and SC 30/14 meeting February.


 


7.0 Adjournment


 


Phong Ngo adjourned the meeting at 4:30 p.m.


 


�



Attachment 1


 


List of Attendees


 


Bruce Bargmeyer, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency


Dan Gillman, Bureau of the Census


Douglas Mann, Battelle


John McCarthy, LBNL


Judith Newton, National Institute of Standards and Technology


Phong Ngo, Science Applications International Corporation


Frank Olken, LBNL


Burton Parker, Paladin Integration Engineering


Revere D. Perkins, Meta4


Andy Schoka, MITRETEK


-----------------------------------


X3L8 documents, including this meeting report, are available via Anonymous FTP from speckle.ncsl.nist.gov. Log in as anonymous, use your email address for a password, Change directory to X3L8 (X3L8 in lowercase letters). Read the "readme" file for a listing of filenames and a brief description of each file. Many of the X3L8 and SC14 documents are also listed on the X3L8 Home Page http://www.lbl.gov/~olken/X3L8


