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Proposal:

Remove two attributes in the "Data Element Concept" object class.  The two attributes to be removed are: "object class qualifier" and "property qualifier" 

Reason:

These two attributes are vestiges of naming.  Any notions that they are trying to convey must be included in the definition text for the Data Element Concept.  The notion that these attributes carry may be a part of the naming convention that one may specify.  

It should be noted that the Terminological area of the metamodel supports Designations grouped by Language_Sections.  As it stands since "object class qualifier" and "property qualifier" are attributes in the "Data Element Concept" which is not a subdivision of language.

If there is a need for any qualification, that qualification must be noted within the text of the definition(s) for that Data_Element_Concept.  To manage "object_class_qualifier" and "property_qualifier" as attributes in the metamodel is over specification.  There is no need to have there to support query access to the metadata registry.

Proposed Text Changes: 

· Change Clause 4.11.1.3

ORIGINAL TEXT 

4.11.1.3 Data Element Concept

A Data Element Concept is a concept that can be represented in the form of a data element, described independently of any particular representation. A Data Element Concept may have zero or one Object Class and zero or one Property. The union of a Property and an Object Class provides significance beyond either that of the Property or the Object Class. A Data Element Concept thus has a Definition independent from the Definition of the Object Class or the Property.

As an Administered Item, a Data Element Concept carries its own Administration Record information, allowing it to be identified, named, defined and optionally classified within a Classification Scheme. A Data Element Concept may be associated with other Data Element Concepts, via the Data Element Concept Relationship. The nature of the relationship is described using the data element concept relationship type description.

A Data Element Concept may be registered as an Administered Item without necessarily being associated with any Data Element, but a Data Element Concept shall be associated with exactly one Conceptual Domain, as represented by the "data element concept-conceptual domain relationship" in Figure 8. The Conceptual Domain specifies all valid Value Meanings of a Data Element Concept. The Conceptual Domain is described in 4.12.1.1.

	Attribute 
	Allowed Occurrences
	Datatype

	data element concept object class 
	Zero or one per Data Element Concept
	Object_Class

	data element concept property 
	Zero or one per Data Element Concept
	Property

	object class qualifier
	Zero or one per Data Element Concept
	String

	property qualifier
	Zero or one per Data Element Concept
	String


PROPOSED TEXT 

-------------------------------------------------------

4.11.1.3 Data Element Concept

A Data Element Concept is a concept that can be represented in the form of a data element, described independently of any particular representation. A Data Element Concept may have zero or one Object Class and zero or one Property. The union of a Property and an Object Class provides significance beyond either that of the Property or the Object Class. A Data Element Concept thus has a Definition independent from the Definition of the Object Class or the Property.

As an Administered Item, a Data Element Concept carries its own Administration Record information, allowing it to be identified, named, defined and optionally classified within a Classification Scheme. A Data Element Concept may be associated with other Data Element Concepts, via the Data Element Concept Relationship. The nature of the relationship is described using the data element concept relationship type description.

A Data Element Concept may be registered as an Administered Item without necessarily being associated with any Data Element, but a Data Element Concept shall be associated with exactly one Conceptual Domain, as represented by the "data element concept-conceptual domain relationship" in Figure 8. The Conceptual Domain specifies all valid Value Meanings of a Data Element Concept. The Conceptual Domain is described in 4.12.1.1.

	Attribute 
	Allowed Occurrences
	Datatype

	data element concept object class 
	Zero or one per Data Element Concept
	Object_Class

	data element concept property 
	Zero or one per Data Element Concept
	Property


-------------------------------------------------------

· Change Figure 8 to remove "object class qualifier" and "property qualifier" in the "Data Element Concept" object class 

· Change Figure 11 to remove "object class qualifier" and "property qualifier" in the "Data Element Concept" object class 

· Delete Clause 3.3.90 object class qualifier

· Delete Clause 3.3.109 property qualifier

· Delete object class qualifier from Annex A

· Delete property qualifier from Annex A

Issues: 

Will there be a need to query on these attribute?  If so, give examples.
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