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Proposal:

Add support to document and manage Namespaces.
Needs for a Namespace 

1. There may be a requirement that names (within a designation) that are contained within a namespace are unique within the namespace

2. If there is a requirement that names within a namespace are unique, there must be a way to validate the uniqueness of the name within the namespace.

3. There must be a way to identify the names that are contained within a namespace.

4. A namespace must be documented.

5. A Namespace needs to be an Administered Item
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If individual names are to be associated with a namespace the Designation and Namespace object classes must be directly connected.  Note that for a Context/Administered_Item there is one Terminological_Entry (as per the TC 37 metamodel).  The Terminological_Entry has one or more Language_Sections that have any number of Designations (names).

NOTE:

If one were to connect the namespace to a Context, this implies one of two things depending on the cardinality of the Namespace. 
condition one – A Context can have many Namespaces
Question: How would one know if a particular name is in a particular namespace?
condition two – A Context can have only one Namespace
This then requires that ALL names in this Context have this Namespace.  This then implies that for this Terminological Entry

1. ALL names in ALL languages use this Namespace


(i.e. French, English, Korean, etc.)

2. ALL names in a language use this Namespace


(i.e. preferred term and non-preferred terms [synonyms])
Question: Doesn’t this seem to be overly restrictive and unrealistic?

Reason:

If a Namespace is use to group names within a Designation, that namespace is needs to be documented.  If it is to be shared it needs to be an Administered item.
The following attributes of a Namespace need to be recorded.

Proposed Text Changes: 

Add new definitions

PROPOSED TEXT 

unique_names
an indicator that denotes whether or not a set of names must be unique.
Namespace
A container that is used for recording a set of names for a particular business need.
-------------------------------------------------------

Add Namespace to figure 2

-------------------------------------------------------

Add the Naming_Convention and its relationship to Designation into Figure 6
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-------------------------------------------------------

Add new Clause 4.9.1.7 for Namespace
PROPOSED TEXT 

4.9.1.7 Naming_Convention

The Namespace class provides the collection point by which a name in a Designation is grouped.  A Namespaces may be established because of particular business needs.  Examples of the needs of Namespaces are in programming languages and XML tags.
A Namespace is a sub-type of Administered Item, inheriting its attributes and relationships, which allows it to be identified, named, defined and optionally classified.

	Attribute
	Occurrences
	Datatype

	unique_names
	One per Namespace
	String


-------------------------------------------------------

Add the above items into Annex A

-------------------------------------------------------
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